
Discussion Questions for Charlotte’s Web 

 

Chapter 1 

 1. What is Fern’s father going to do with the ax? 

 2. How does Fern react to her father’s intention of killing the baby pig? 

 3. What caused Fern’s father to give in to her and decide against killing the pig? 

 Chapter 2 

 1. Describe the relationship between Wilbur and Fern. 

 2. Why does Mr. Arable insist on selling Wilbur? 

 3. What solution does the family come up with to the problem of needing to sell Wilbur?  

Chapter 3 

 1. How does the author help you visualize the barn? 

 2. How do the animals on Uncle Homer’s farm feel about Fern’s visits? 

 3. How does Wilbur feel about living in the barn at first? Why? 

 4. How does Wilbur come to appreciate life in the barn? 

 Charlotte’s Web Chapter 4  

1. What causes Wilbur to feel lonely and friendless? 

 2. How does Wilbur respond when the farm animals refuse to befriend him? 

 3. How did Lurvy know something was wrong with Wilbur? 

 4. What happens to give Wilbur hope? 

 Chapter 5 

 1. What things does Wilbur learn about his new friend, Charlotte? 

 2. What makes Wilbur realize Charlotte’s web is a good thing?  

3. What do Lurvy and Mr. Zuckerman plan to do with Wilbur at Christmastime? 

 4. What do you predict it means that “Charlotte was to prove loyal and true to the very end"? 

 Chapter 6 

 1. Describe early summer days on the farm. 

 2. How does life change for Wilbur and Fern during the summer? 



 3. Why were the goose and gosling worried about Templeton? 

 4. Why does Templeton want the dud egg? 

Chapter 7  

1. Why is Mr. Zuckerman fattening Wilbur up?  

2. How does Wilbur react when the sheep tell him that he is going to be killed?  

3. What does Charlotte tell Wilbur to make him feel better? 

4. How do you predict Charlotte will save Wilbur? 

Chapter 8  

1. Why is Fern’s mother worried about her? 

2. Why is Fern's father not worried about her?  

3. Do you think Fern can talk to the animals? 

4. What does Mr. Arable mean that Fern has “sharp” ears? 

Chapter 9  

1. What happened when Wilbur tried to spin a web? 

2. How does Charlotte explain to Wilbur the reasons why he cannot spin a web? 

3. How are Wilbur and Charlotte alike?  

4. What does Charlotte tell Wilbur he can do to help with her plan to save him? 

Chapter 10  

1. How did the rotten egg save Charlotte’s life?  

2. What part did Templeton boast about playing in saving Charlotte’s life?  

3. Why did Wilbur leave food for Templeton?  

4. What do you predict Charlotte is doing to her web? 

Chapter 11  

1. What is unusual about Charlotte’s web?  

2. How did Lurvy and Mr. Zuckerman react to seeing the web?  

3. How does Mrs. Zuckerman react to the message in the web? 

4. What indicates that Zuckerman is beginning to realize that Wilbur is a special pig? 

Chapter 12  

1. What is Charlotte’s plan to save Wilbur?  



2. What word will Charlotte write in her web next? How does Wilbur feel about it?  

3. Why does Templeton agree to help save Wilbur?  

4. How will Templeton help with Charlotte’s plan to save Wilbur?  

Chapter 13  

1. What indicates that Charlotte’s plan is working?  

2. What does Mr. Zuckerman decide to do with Wilbur?  

3. What word will Charlotte write in the web next? How does Wilbur feel about it? 

4. How does Charlotte feel about Wilbur? How do you know?  

Chapter 14  

1. How does Fern’s mother feel about her visits to the barn?  

2. Why does Fern say she is not alone at the barn?  

3. What advice did Dr. Dorian give to Mrs. Arable about Fern? 

4. What does Dr. Dorian see as the miracle in Charlotte’s web?  

Chapter 15  

1. How is Wilbur the center of attention on the farm? 

2. Is all of the attention changing Wilbur?  

3. Why is Wilbur looking forward to the County Fair?  

4. Why can’t Charlotte go to the fair with Wilbur? How does he feel about it?  

Chapter 16  

1. Why does Wilbur get a buttermilk bath? What effect does it have on him?  

2. Why did Charlotte decide to go to the fair with Wilbur?  

3. Why is Templeton going to the Fair with them?  

4. What almost made Wilbur faint?  

Chapter 17 

1. Describe the sounds, sights, smells of the Fair.  

2. What concerns Charlotte about the pig next to Wilbur?  

3. How is Charlotte changing?  

Chapter 18 

1. What can you infer about Charlotte saying she will be writing tonight for the last time?  



2. Why do you think Charlotte has left her web?  

3. What do you predict Charlotte’s masterpiece will be?  

4. Why does Charlotte think Zuckerman will let Wilbur live?  

Chapter 19 

1. What was Charlotte’s magnum opus?  

2. Why does Charlotte think she will never get to see her children?  

3. How did everyone react to seeing Charlotte’s web and the word “humble”?  

4. What special award do you think Wilbur has won?  

Chapter 20  

1. How was Dr. Dorian right about Fern?  

2. Why is this Charlotte’s hour of triumph?  

3. What special award does Wilbur win? Why?  

4. How does Wilbur react to winning the prize?  

5. Do you predict that Wilbur’s life will be saved?  

Chapter 21  

1. Why did Charlotte save Wilbur’s life?  

2. What sad news does Charlotte tell Wilbur?  

3. How did Wilbur react to Charlotte’s news?  

4. Why did Wilbur take Charlotte’s egg sac back with him?  

Chapter 22  

1. How does Wilbur know Zuckerman will let him live?  

2. What did most of the baby spiders do that came as a great surprise to Wilbur?  

3. Why did three of the spiders stay behind? How did this make Wilbur feel?  

4. How was Charlotte both a good writer and a good friend? 


